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Rushmore, 2017 by Kerry James Marshall 

On December 4, 2017, as part of the ‘Year of Public Art,’ Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
and the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events dedicated 
“RUSH MORE” on the west (Garland Court) façade of the Chicago Cultural 
Center.  The design for this epic, large-scale mural was generously gifted to 
city by the internationally renowned artist and MacArthur Fellow Kerry James 
Marshall. The mural honors 20 women who have shaped the city’s vibrant arts 
and culture landscape. The 132-foot by 100-foot mural is the largest artwork 
the artist has ever designed or created. The painting was executed by Jeff 
Zimmerman and funded by Murals of Acceptance in loving memory of Alexis 
Arquette. 

1.   Cheryl Lynn Bruce – Actor and co-founder of Dearborn Homes Youth Drama Workshop
 2.    Jacqueline Russell – Founder of Chicago Children’s Theater
 3.    Maggie Daley – Former Chicago first lady and patron of the arts
 4.    Margaret Burroughs – Founder of the DuSable Museum of African American History
 5. Monica Haslip –  Founder & executive director of Little Black Pearl 
6.    Oprah Winfrey – Television host and producer
 7.    Gwendolyn Brooks – Poet
 8.    Lois Weisberg – Former Chicago cultural affairs commissioner
 9.    Sandra Delgado – Founding ensemble member of Collaboraction community theater

    10. Achy Obejas – Author and former Chicago journalist
    11. Abena Joan Brown – Founder of ETA Creative Arts Foundation
    12. Harriet Monroe – Poetry magazine founder
    13. Jackie Taylor – Founder and CEO of Black Ensemble Theater
    14. Barbara Gaines – Founder and artistic director of Chicago Shakespeare Theater
    15. Susanne Ghez – Former director of The Renaissance Society
    16. Joan Gray – Dancer and president of Muntu Dance Theatre of Chicago
    17. Ruth Page – Dancer, choreographer and founder of Ruth Page Center for the Arts
    18. Sandra Cisneros – Author of “The House on Mango Street”
    19. Barbara Jones-Hogu – Artist and founding member of the AfriCobra collective
    20. Jane Saks – Founding president and artistic director of Project & 

Get to know 20 amazing women who have shaped the city’s vibrant arts and culture landscape by 
matching their portraits to their short bios. Then go outside to see the actual mural in Garland Court.  
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